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AMERICAN JAZZ MUSEUM PRESENTS EXHIBITION HIGH-
LIGHTING ICONIC JAZZ ARTIST LOUIS PRIMA. . . Known as
one of finest trumpet players of all time, for a limited time, the
American Jazz Museum is hosting an exhibit surrounding the
musical legacy of this swing band musician, Louis Prima. --
CALL photos by Trevor Powell

American Jazz Museum Presents Exhibition
Highlighting Iconic Jazz Artist Louis Prima

By Trevor Powell
CALL Staff Writer

On November 22, The
American Jazz Museum of
Kansas City, presented a
new exhibit about the iconic
Italian American trumpeter,
singer, entertainer and band
leader, Louis Prima, entitled,
“The Wildest Exhibition”.

This one-of-a-kind exhibi-
tion celebrates the life and
legacy of Louis Prima, an
iconic jazz artist whose vi-
brant contributions continue
to inspire generations.

Born December 7, 1910,
to Sicilian immigrants in New
Orleans, Louisiana, Prima
grew up on St. Peter street
in the Trem’e neighborhood.
While attending Jesuit and
Warren Easton High Schools,
Prima got his first taste of
New Orleans Jazz by listen-
ing to the integrated ltalian
and African-American night
clubs that were stationed in
the section of Trem’e and
the French Quarter known as
“little Palermo”, where Prima
became a loyal fan of jazz
great, Louis Armstrong.

As a child, Prima, along
with his brother and sister,
played their instruments on
the street corners for nickels
and dimes. By the age of 14,
he formed his first kid group.

Prima left high school be-
fore graduating, and was
considered a professional
musician at a young age. He
joined the Musician’s Union
and began playing in the
Saenger Theater Pit Band
and in a small jazz duo at
night spots owned by his old-
er brother, Leon, in 1928.

However, Prima faced ad-
versity on his journey to mu-
sic stardom. While in the
New Orleans, the Musicians
Union did take to his style of
play and, wasn’t as warrant-
ed as others who played in
New Orleans theaters

So he left the Union prom-
ising that he would become
bigger and brighter than
those who did not like or ap-
prove of his style of trumpet
playing.

Prima’s first big break to
fame came in 1934 when he
was discovered during a Mar-

di Gras by Guy Lombardo, at
his brother Leon’s club “Shim
Sham” on Bourbon street.
Lombardo invited Prima to
New York City, where he
landed a job as house band
leader at the newly opened
“Famous Door” on west 52nd
street.

Prima had the ability to read
his audience well enough to
know which songs to perform
making him an all-around en-
tertainer. Being the ultimate
energized performer that he
was, Prima made sure his au-
dience had fun. His charisma
and star power brought him
the aura of “a ladies man”,
in which he accumulated five
wives throughout his career.

Prima’s philosophy was
“familiarity breeds contempt”,
that perception made him a
loner at times even outside of
his family.

Based on his playing and
performance at the “Famous
Door” night club in New York
as well as his Brunswick re-
cordings with the New Or-
lean’s Gang, Prima moved to
Los Angeles in 1935 ,open-
ing his own night club dub-
bing it, “The Famous Door”.

In the 1930’s, Louis Prima
wrote arguably one of the
greatest and most success-
ful jazz classics of all time
called, “Sing Sing”. By the
1940’s, Prima developed his
first big band, “The Gleeee
Rhythm Orchestra”, Prima’s
objective was for his band to
appeal to the public. He also
began appearing in musical
films during World War |,
when anti-ltalian sentiment
was trending in the U.S.

Prima received backlash
for forging his ethnic origin
to comic gestures while on
stage.

At the end of the 1940’s,
Prima accepted a job playing
in the Sahara hotel lounge in
Las Vegas. Prima was one
of the first to realize the po-
tential of show business in
Las Vegas. During this time,
Las Vegas lounges were not
known to be prominent but
Louis and Keely Smith, who
was Prima’s wife at the time,
were a major success when
displaying their humorous
harmony while on stage per-

forming throughout the 1950’s.

In 1959, Prima and Smith won a Gram-
my Award for the “Best Performance
by a Vocal Group” for “That Old Black
Magic”, performance. Prima and Smith
eventually divorced in 1961, two years
after he married singer, Gia Maione,
where the two performed around the
country.

During the late ‘60’s and early 70’s,
the beginning of the end to Louis Prima’s
immaculate career had taken place,
but that didn’t stop him from achieving
greater accomplishment’s.

Prima had a connection to Missouri’'s
own, “Walt Disney”. He went on to re-
cord an album of music for Disney’s
“Mary Poppins” as well as a sound track,
“I Want to Be Like You”, for Disney’s,
“Jungle Book” where he was the voice
for the beloved character, “King Louie”.

Unfortunately, the New Orleans na-
tive was diagnosed with a benign brain
tumor in 1975, and was in a coma for
three years before his death.

Louis Leo Prima died August 24,
1978, at the age of 67, leaving a legacy
and deep resume behind. But more im-
portantly, he was one of the few ltalians
to ever play at the Apollo Theater, with
over 200 recorded tracks of music.

No doubt, Louis Prima will forever be
known as the “King Of Swing”.
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YOUR SMALL
BUSINESS AD GOES
HERE!

For the Holidays, Promote
your business with us.

$125 for COLOR AD
$100 for B&W AD

Call: (816) 842-3804
Email: ads@kccallnews.net

C & GTree Services
No Tree Too High
No Tree Too Low

Licensed & Insured

Eason Carpet
Cleaning Service

Deep Cleaning, Spot Removal,
Pet Odor Removal, Floor Tile

We Climb All Trees. FALL Special
We Clean Up & 3 ROOMS $125.00
Haul Away =
Specializing: /

Sheer Essence

Weaves, Relaxers, Finger Waves,
Curls, Cuts, Press & Curls, Dreads,
Braids, Facials, Coloring, etc.

For that gorgeous & glamorous style...

Hair Designs

O

...that will set you
apart from the
others, call me:

ONIEUGNACEISENRViICES

Furnaces/Air Conditioners
We Repair Washers, Dryers, Stoves,
Refrigerators, Light Plumbing, Electrical

Call Garry
? 816-337-5802

Cut down and remove any
size tree
Haul/move service
Have a Large Dump trailer

o

Exterminators

Exterminate All Insects (except termites)

(913) 269-3369

BED BUGS |
$325 %
(prices may vary)

Opening The Door To Home Ownership

Call Carl Cleaning, Floor Waxing BarEarDa A.Lora
Louis_Eason@yahoo.com e Ceriiiee TechnicEn
816-728-7997 816.8 12;’177 (816) 550-8104 816252235732}
BEST TREE SERVICE | | ——AAA Archwa 18y God's Graceanc

we will drop off trailer

We buy houses and whole estates.
We are local and family owned,
and will make you a fair, cash offer.
We buy houses in any condition.
No fees or commissions and can
close on the date of your choice.
Selling Your House As-Is

you fill it up
We will pick up trailer

and move items
licenseD & insured

COCKROACHES
$95 - first visit

$45 - for every visit afterward
(must be within one month)

Never Felt So Good.

Jon & Stacy Bichelmeyer
913-599-5000

Mercy I'm back with new wisdom
and a desire to help with your
legal matters”

Rosie M. Quinn
Attorney LLC;

P. O Box 9056, Kansas City, KS

66112
(913) 281-1424.




